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The Obfervator and Country-man’s farther Difcourfe upon the Propofals of our Merchants, for focu- 
ring our Trade. Remarks on the Frugality of the Dutch, efpectally in the Sallaries of thofe in pub- 
lick Pofts. 4m Account of a Letter about Abufes in delaying the Exchange of our Sea-meh, when 


taken Prifoners by.the French. 
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From CHlennesdap, December io. to Saturday, December 13. 1707. 
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Ob. R Fae the reft of our Merchants Propofals, 

Roger, which they have ofter’d to the Ho- 
pourable Houfe of Commons, for protecting our 
Trade. 

Country-m. Their fourth Propofal, Mafter, 1s, 
‘¢ That for encouraging the Bririfh Sea-men the bet- 
ter to defend themfelves in Merchant-Ships, all 
“ Sea-men wounded or difabl’d, or the Widows 
ani Children of ftich as thafl be kill’d in any 
“ Merchant-inan, fhall be admitted into Greenwich- 
“ Hofvital, equally with thofe of the like Conditi- 
“on, belonging to Men of War, which is but Ju- 
“ ftice, feeing that Hofpital is built! out of their 
“ Wages ; or elie, that the Six-pence per Month, 
“which they pay towards it, may be apply ‘d to 
“ their own Benefit, under the Direction of the 
“* Trinity-Houfe, : 

Ob/. 1 think this Propofal very modeft, Roger ; 
for I can fee no Reafon, why Sailors, that belong to 
Merchant-men, {Fould not be as much the Object 
of the Nation’s Care, as thofe who fail the Queen's 
Ships. °Tis oiir Tiade that enables us to pay thofe 
Taxes by which the Flect is paid and maintain’d ; 
and without Mariners,our Trade muft drop. There- 
fore 1 don’t fee why it might not be propos'd, that 
all Merchant-men of fufficient Force, , fhotild be 
allow’d Letters of Mark, without any other Charge, 
than that of tranfcribing their Commiffion. This 
would prevent their being treated as Privateers;when 
taken, and would put them in a Condition of an- 
noying the Enemy, not only when they came in 
their Way, but to cruife upon them purpofely on 
Occafion. By this Mearts, fuch Merchant-men, 
when in Harbour, might readily fail out againtt fuch 
Privateers as brave us on our own Coalts, without 
laying for arly Order whatever ; and for their En- 
couragement, whether they take any Prize or not, 
if they fight, I fhould think it reafonable, that the 
Widows of fuch as are kill’d, fhould have the fame 
Allowance with tiofe kill’d on board her Majefty’s 
Ships ; that fuch as are wounded, fhould have the 
Benefit of the Cheft of Chatham, Bounty-Money, 
Smart-Money ; and that the Sick and Wotnded 
fhould have the fame Care, taken of them at the 


Ports where they arrive, as is taken of thofe belong-. 


ing to the Queen’s Ships, by the Commiffioners of 
the Sick Sad Wounded | : | 
Country-m. But would not this put the Govern- 
ment to too much Charge, Mafter? | 
Obf: fam {6 far from thinking, it would, Roger, 
that I verily believe, had this Method been put in 
Ctice, the Go¥ernment might have had 200000 
Pounds siore Cuftoms fince the Beginning of this 
War, than they have had. Nor would it have put 
them to the 20th Part of the Charge the Nation has 
been at. in the Lofs-of Ships, Cargo, Trade, and 
Men : For Befides what we might have fav’d in all 
thofe Refpects, were our Mariners certain of ftreh 
Encouragemént for themfelves, when fickandwound- 
ed, and for their Widows and Childyen,in Cafe of 
being Kill'd, they would fight as ftoutly on board 


our Merchant-men, as th¢y doon beard the coeces 


aips. Whereas now they lie under a great Temp- 


“ation to fufter their Ships to be'taken, rather than | 


their Limbs and Lives, and to make them- 


{elves and their Families Beggars for ever. Befides, 
ay oh ‘tis as much the Defign and End of the Roy- 
al Navy, tc protect our Trade, as to attack our F- 
nemics, or defend us againft them: And I thik 
we may adventure to fay it, without juft Caufe o: 
Offence, that of late our Country has fuffer’d more 
for Want of Cruifers and Convoys, than our Enc- 
my has fuffer'd by the Attacks of our Men of War. 
Nor can we, with any So:t of pati value our 
felvcs upon having our Coafts well defended, when 
fo many of our Men of War and Merchant-Ships 
have been taken upon them ; and when French 
Gallics thould dare ta came, with Land-men on 
board, to, threaten and infult our Maritime- Towns, 
as they did Harnich and Dever; and when Parlia- 
mcnt-imen, and Magiftrates of Towns, are in Dan- 
ger of being taken on the Queen’s highway, by thofe 
who land frem on board French Privateers! 


feem to have no great Opinion of owr Naval Ma- 
nagement, when they apply to the Parliament for 
Acts to make, the Queen’s Servants do what's known 
to be ther Duty, viz: to protect our Trade, and 
to keep our Men of War clean. I dare fay; Matter; 
the People at the dnchor, and elfewhcre, are noi ve~ 
ry well pleas'd with fuch Applications. 
with all my Heast, our Merchants had no Oceafi- 
on for it, and I hope they never will again. But 
I come to the fifth f ropoial, wach is, “ That for 
“the more effectual Encouragement. of her Maje- 
* 5 Men of War to cruife and take the Enemy’s 
‘* Men of War and Privateers, a farther Bounty be 
* allow’d the Captors for Gunnage of every Ship 
“¢ which fhall be taken carrying a Commiflion ct 
“ War; the 10/. per Gun, that’s now allow, d, bes 
“ing fo very inconfiderable, ’tis not worth their 
“fighting for .. . _, oy : 
Obj. 1 like that Propofal very well, Roger. Cer- 
tainly thofe Men who venture their Limbs and 
Lives in defending the Walls of. Great Britain, and 
attacking thofe of France, deferve good Encourage- 
ment, and to be well treated. We may likewife. 
venture to fay, in Commendation of our Briti/> 
Sea-men and Soldiers, that give them good Com- 
manders, and due Encuuragement, they never de- 
cline fighting theiy Enemies =~, : 
Country-m. Our Merchants enforce ¥his Propofal, 
Mafter, from the Example of the States of Hollandy 
thus ; 
“ Frugality in other Matters, allow their Men of 
“ War, and Ships having Commiffions, between 
“ 9 and 10/, Sterling for every Man on Board the 
“ Ship they take, and as much for every Pound Balt 
“which each, Gun. caries that their Prizes are: 
“ snounted with at the Time of their failing out of 
“Port. The States find their Account ly it ; there. 
“ being no truer pobcy, than to give fumettinig to) rc=. 
“ ferve mores This Enccuragement animates theig 
“Men, and makes them {eek out the Encinics Mem 
“ of War and Privateers ; which ate by dhe Means 
« render'd as. good Prizes to thes, as if they were 
© Merc - of 4 we Ba: ply 
bf. There’s no Nation in the World, Roger 








ichole Conduét, with Relatton to our Fleet. an 
Trade, 


Country-m. Why, truly, Mafter, our,.Merchants - 
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Trade, is fit for our Imitation, as the Dud. By 


their Trade and Shipping, they have taisd them-. 
felves to that Height of Bret and Riches fince Qu 
Elizabeth's Time, that now they are become one of 
the mof formidable Nations in £ pe, tho’ 
ountty be of a vety incohfiderable Extent. It 

are a wife People, atid are generally obfttv'd to know 
and pirfue their true Intereft, tho’ they were fome- 
times miftaken, a$.well as others; and yet, but icl- 
dom, ex¢ept when Men of the Sword, fuch as Ge- 
nerals, Admirals, and other great Courtiers, got 
too much the Afeetidarit in their Adminiftratton, 
and govern’d, or rather guild them, by fomenting 
Factions among em, and taking Part fometumes 
with one, and fometumes with another, as. it fuit- 
ed their End. However, ‘tis plain from this In- 
ftance adduc’d by our Merchants, that they do now 
furfue their true Naval Intereft, by encouraging 
their Sea-imen all they can, to preferve their own 
Ships, and deftroy thofe of their Enetnies. 

The Frugality of thie States, 1s indeed well worth: 
Obfervation ; for they take Care that the Sallaries 
allow’d thofe in publick Pofts, fhall not be fuch as 
miy tempt any Man to endeavour the Overthrow 
of their Conftiration, for the Sake of enjoying thofe 
Sallarics while he lives, or of any Protpect of raifing 
4 great Eftate fromtheim, to leave his Poftenty when 
he dies. They take Care, that the Servants of the 
Publick may live above Contempt ; and at thefame 
Time, order it fo, as their Miniftry, and othets in 
great Pofts, {hall not have an Opportunity to raife 
valt Fortunes from the Spoils of the Publick, by the 
Sale of Places, taking Bribes themfelves, or counte- 
nancing that Practice in othérs, to the manifeft Op- 
preffion of their Subjects. Nor can the greateft Man 
there, be protected from the Cenfure of the Publick, 
if he negleét his Duty, or act contrary fo it, except 
when,as was before obferv’d, their Stadtholders, Ge- 
nerals, and Admirals, broke in upon their Confti- 
tution, which now they have taken Care to prevent, 
by employing none in their Service, but fuch as 
they are able to controul, if they doamifs, without 
endangering their Conftitution : For they have 
[earn’d, from their own Experience, as well as from 
that of other People, that ‘tis cg ntti ita 
merits of any Sort, to let’ their” ts grow too 
Great, either in Power or Riches.» ~ 

( 6 That fhews them to be wife People in- 
deed, Mafter ; 1 with all their Neighbours were fo 
too. 

Obj. "Twas the Obfervation of a Spanifh Minifter, 
Roger, when the ae firft ae an et ae 
that by their Frugality, they would rain his Ma- 
{ter, which happen'd accordingly, and by the Fru- 

ality of their Admintftsation ever fince, they have 
ept their pablick Servants within due Bounds ; fo 
that finding it impoffible to grow rich, or too pow- 
erful by them Pofts, the chief Object of their Am- 





and fo much the more, that it is recommended j.. 
our Lo Merchants, who indeed are very much 
concerri'd to plead in Behalf of our poor Sea-mey 
and thar Widows and Children. | 

y-m: Wt gtieves me to the Heart, Mafter, thar 
fo thoutands of Sea-inen are -perithing in the 
PrifOns of France, without Hope of beyng releas’d, 
That may be of Fatal Confequence, if Care be not 
taken to prevent it in Time, as we may fittLalready 
by Fngli/b-men being on board a Fren b Priva «cy 
that landed in Jreland : For how can thole poct 
Creatures refift the Temptation of ferving on board 
French Ships, rather than ftarve for Huneer and 
Cold ? ‘ 

Obf. I know there are great Complaints about 
the Delays in exchangine our Piifoners, Roger; | 
have feen the Copy, of a Letter to a Great Man up- 
On that Subject, to this Effect, “ That at the be: 
“ginning of this War, there were fotir Perfons cin- 
¢* ploy 'dtotranfport them, viz. one at Dover, one at 
“< Southampton, one at Plymouth, and one at /Feland ; 
“ who, while they were'continu’d, were often fent 
* over as Occatlion requir’d, and then our Séa-men 
“did not fufter fo much as they have done fine, 
* by lying long in Prrfon ; but as foon as - - - - 
‘© was made one of the Cothmiffidnirs of the Sick 
“ and Wotinded, and for Exchange of Prifoners 
€< this Mcthod was alter'd ; for he, pretending to 
‘fave the Queen Money, fent to thofe who had 
“been employd, to know their lowelt Terms, 
“ Capt. - - -- » who was in the Duver Station, f{aid, 
“he would tranfport all French Prifoners, when, 
“-and in what Number they pleas'd, to Calais, for 





“ whom he was pay d there by Order of the French 
|“ King; and in Retarn, would bring over the like 
| Number of her Majelty’s Subjects, without any 

“Charge to her Majefty. This was approv’d by 
© Dr. Aforley, then’one of the Commiffioners ; Lut 
|“ -~ =~ procur’d an Order from - - - -, that none 
I “who had been employ'd, fhould be employ’d a- 
| * gaih, ‘and at the fame Time procur’d the whole 
“© Manageinent to himfelf; birt to fcreen the Mar- 
“ter, the Contract was made between the Coni- 
| miffidners and a Brother-in-Law of his. Since 
* which, they fave not fent any Prfoners over, ‘till 
” are afiur’d of 4 or 500 in Return; fo that 
“at leaft one third of our Sea-inen, who are made 
|“ Prifoners, perith by that Negleét; and, contra- 
? ty to their Inftructions, feverat of the Veflels fent 
“ for thofe Prifoners, have been {6 leaky, and ova- 
“charg’d with Nambers, that they have been in 





“great Danger of perifhing ; which has been often 





“‘complain’d of, but without Redrefs. The Com- 
““gmiflaty of St. AZalo complain’d ‘to Cupt..- < - -; 
“that our pcor Prifoners were firfler’d to perifh in 
* their Prifons, by the Delay of fending for them ; 


“and that in Cafe their ‘King had the Liberty to 


. 


“‘tranfport Prifoners, they would always have a 
“ Veffel teady in our Ports to carry over theirs, when 





hition, is, to ferve ‘heir Country faithfally, and to 
leave the Reputation of their having done fo be- 


~ fifd them, to Pofterity. 


Conntry-m. 1 go on with the Merchants 
fals, Mafter, — : 

They conclade thus : “ Without fome fuch Re- 
“ ward, ‘tis to le feard, the Things herein : 
“ pos'd, will have but Inttle Effect, Experience ha 
‘© ving fhewn us, that few People will fight with- 
‘¢ ont Encouragement. But om the Contrary, i 
‘Stogether with the other Propofals, our Sea-men 
“® were puth’d on with the ‘Hope of fuch Gain, 
“ would foon clear us of our Enemiesin the - 
“¢ ings and’ Channel, fecuire our Trade, regain our 
“ Hono’, afflert the Soveraignty of the 
<©fiirnifh us with French Sea-men to excha 
“the many thoufands of ours, that, withor 
“4 of being releas’d, are now penflimng in the 
“ot France, : 

Obf. The Eqdity of a Rewanl nha Baecteige 
seek vb se Saha, is fo plain init’ f 
doubt not but s willbe confider’d by Gur Stipertors 







, that 1 
; 


‘taken. And why we fhould not have onealfo in 
“theirs, I know not. Idare affirm, upon a {trict 
“ Enquiry, it will be found, that we have loft jmore 
° - evel tore the a bas French eng. 
than we have loft in all the Engagements at 
© during this War, cc. ial | 
Country-m, “Tis a fad r, Mafter ; but all we 
can do, is to inform the Publick, in order to have 
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f, |thofe Things ‘redret3’d ; and that the Guilty may 


‘be pumifh’d, and the Innocent a¢quitted. 


_ In our laft, pag. 2. col, 1. lin. 43. for Invettives, read 
Tacentives, The fame Col. tin’ the laft, for Effects, 










Advertifements. 


Loft ¢h Tuefiay Night, the oth of Dec. 1707. twe 
, each one hundred ds, upon the not raking 
‘of Lerida‘er- Tortola in Oftober Jatt, etude! Eo the o- 


ther No. with fome other loofe Pa no ¥alué 
bam tothe Grimes 3; whoever swaban to Mr. Nealt 
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